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May 31't, 2016

Dear Authorizing Body:

This letter serves our financial commitment to Futuro Academy Charter School the opening year through
year six of operation, should the charter application be approved. Collectively, as Board of Directors of
Futuro Academy Charter School is excited to make a financial commitment to raise, pursue grant

funding for, or provide for 550,000 towards the school's general fund from the initial year of operation

and going forward.

We believe in the mission of our proposed school and are enthusiastic about the opportunity to help

marshal the resources to help students succeed to and through the university oftheír choice and to be

positive, engaged members of the community.

Sincerely,

a

Brian Blaylock

Futuro Academy Board Chair









 
  

 

  

To whom it may concern, 

 

I am the Founder and Head of School at Nashville Classical Charter School. We enroll 234 

students in grades Kindergarten, First, and Second in Nashville, TN. We opened with just 

kindergarten in July, 2013 and will add one grade per year until we reach grades K-8. At our 

school 90% of our students read on grade level and students perform in the 94th National 

Median Percentile on standardized assessments.  More than two-thirds of our students come 

from low-income families and more than 75 percent are minorities.  

 

The proposed Director and Lead Founder of Futuro Academy, Ignacio Prado completed a 

leadership residency at Nashville Classical Charter School in January of 2016.  During his 

residency, Mr. Prado acquired insight and knowledge of our educational model and 

practices with regards to instruction, culture building, and development of high-caliber staff. 

 

I support the establishment of Futuro Academy in East Las Vegas.  Futuro Academy’s mission 

of educating all scholars in grades K-8 through rigorous academics and personal excellence 

to prepare for the university of their choice and proposed model will provide a much 

needed educational option to the students in East Las Vegas, and look forward to 

collaborating with Mr. Prado on incorporating successful elements of the Nashville Classical 

Charter School model. 

  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 

 

Charlie M. Friedman 

Founder and Head of School 

Nashville Classical Charter School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

May 27th, 2016 
 
 
RE: Andson Inc., in support of Futuro Academy 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern,  
 
Andson Inc., is a local, 501c(3) organization, dedicated to youth services. We focus 
primarily in academic intervention, as well as financial capabilities programming. 
We believe that these two areas will most heavily impact a youth’s ability for social 
mobility. Andson has been in Southern Nevada for 6 years, and has impacted more 
than 15,000 students during the 2015-16 school year.  
 
Andson recently had the opportunity to meet with the Director and Lead Founder of 
Futuro Academy, Ignacio Prado. We support the establishment of Futuro Academy in 
East Las Vegas.  Futuro Academy’s mission of educating all scholars in grades K-8 
through rigorous academics and personal excellence to prepare for the university of their 
choice aligns with Andson’s core focus of social mobility and empowering through 
education. This is a much needed facility for the students of East Las Vegas.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me directly with any further questions.  
 
Kindest Regards, 
 
 
 
 
Anthony McTaggart 
Chief Operations Officer 
Andson, Inc.  
 
(702) 785 0020 
anthony@andson.org 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Letter of Support 
  
 

 To whom it may concern,  

 

 

I am Sean Parker, Executive Director or Teach For America in Las Vegas, and our mission is to enlist, 

develop, and mobilize as many as possible of our nation's most promising future leaders to grow and 

strengthen the movement for educational equity and excellence (more on our mission can be found 

here). We do our work by recruiting and training teacher-leaders to invest themselves in the children of 

Las Vegas, supporting a network of organizations that are aligned with our mission, and leveraging the 

strength of the teachers, alumni, school leaders, and communities who are passionate about our kids 

and the quality of education they receive. I believe that Futuro Academy is going to be a powerful 

partner in ensuring opportunity for students that need it the most.  

 

I have spoken with the proposed Director and Lead Founder of Futuro Academy, Ignacio Prado and I 

support the establishment of Futuro Academy in East Las Vegas.  Futuro Academy’s mission of 

educating all scholars in elementary school through rigorous academics and personal excellence to 

prepare for the university of their choice as well as their proposed model will provide a much needed 

educational option to the students in East Las Vegas.   
  
 

 

  

 

 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Sean Parker 

Executive Director, 

Teach For America – Las Vegas Valley 

 

 

 

https://www.teachforamerica.org/about-us/our-mission
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Letter of Support 
  
 

  
To whom it may concern,  
 

My name is Justin Brecht, founder and lead teacher of the BRICK Academy at John F. Mendoza 

Elementary School in Las Vegas. BRICK Academy is an extended day program focused on academic 

enhancement through character education. BRICK operates within a school, yet independently in terms 

of methodology in instruction and organization. Ultimately, BRICK is an alternative for families to 

traditional schools in East Las Vegas. We serve to pursue the highest levels of achievement and 

expectations and provide precise academic responses to community needs.  

 

Through my work with BRICK Academy, I have seen the transformational change that alternative 

means of education can have not only within individual students, but on the community at large. While 

this work has earned me individual recognition through local news programs and the Las Vegas 

Review Journals Educator of the Year, the hope is for these types of programs to be the norm, not the 

exception.  

 

I have spoken with the proposed Director and Lead Founder of Futuro Academy, Ignacio Prado and I 

support the authorization and establishment of Futuro Academy in East Las Vegas.  Futuro Academy’s 

mission of educating all scholars in grades K-8 through rigorous academics and personal excellence to 

prepare for the university of their choice and proposed model will provide a much needed educational 

option to the students in East Las Vegas.   
  
 

 

  

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Justin Brecht 

Founder, BRICK Academy 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

Letter of Support 
  
 
  
To Whom It May Concern,  
 
My name is Connie Yeh, and I am the Founder of 9th Bridge School.  I 
moved to Las Vegas four and a half years ago, and have spent a lot of time 
touring schools both locally and nationally.  
 
I have spoken with the proposed Director and Lead Founder of Futuro 
Academy, Ignacio Prado, and I support the establishment of Futuro Academy 
in East Las Vegas.  Futuro Academy’s mission of educating all scholars in 
grades K-8 through rigorous academics and personal excellence to prepare 
for the university of their choice and proposed model will provide a much-
needed educational option to the students in East Las Vegas.    
 
I am excited for Futuro Academy, and for Mr. Prado and the students of East 
Las Vegas.  Mr. Prado has the passion, determination, knowledge, team, and 
support to make this school successful and high-quality.  Please accept my 
Letter of Support for Futuro Academy. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Connie Yeh 
 
 
 
 
 



 

1125 Nevada State Drive, Henderson, Nevada 89002  

P: 702.992.2000  |  nsc.edu 

 
 
 
 

 

Letter of Support 

 

 
To whom it may concern,  
 

My name is Bart Patterson and I am the president of Nevada State College (NSC) in 
Henderson, Nevada.  I met with Ignacio Prado, Director and Lead Founder of Futuro 
Academy, and feel that he has drafted a solid charter that will be valuable in filling a 
critical need for English Language Acquisition in the East Las Vegas community. Mr. 
Prado has thoughtfully created a curriculum based on research and collaboration that I 
feel will cultivate new leaders to serve in the diverse Southern Nevada region.  I was 
most impressed with the forward-thinking approach to reaching those students with 
special learning needs as well as those from vulnerable communities.  At NSC our 
mission is to foster opportunity through innovative learning and the acquisition of 
interdisciplinary knowledge for a diverse population of students with a special 
emphasis on the advancement of a diverse and largely underserved student population.  
It is my hope that Futuro Academy and NSC can work together to ensure a more 
successful Nevada future. 

I support the establishment of Futuro Academy in East Las Vegas.  Futuro Academy’s 
mission of educating all scholars in grades K-8 through rigorous academics and personal 
excellence to prepare for the college of their choice and proposed model will provide a 
much needed educational option to the students in East Las Vegas. 
 

 
Cordially, 
 

  
 
Bart Patterson 
President 
 
 
 
 





 3651 South Lindell Road Suite D692 
                                                       Las Vegas, Nevada 89103 
                                                       Telephone (646)346-9258  

 

  

I met Ignacio Prado years ago during his tenure as one of the most outstanding teachers at Long Elementary 

School. Working together as a member of the Teach for America Las Vegas Valley Alumni community on a 

variety of education equity issues, I quickly realized his passion for systemic change. It was not enough for him 

to ensure that his students would be academically success without creating a space where all of his East Las 

Vegas would have successful academic futures. 

So I could not have been more excited to learn that Ignacio was opening Futuro Academy. Not only is Ignacio 

backed by the outstanding support network of Building Excellent Schools, but he has also selected a committed, 

rising star in the local law community, Brian Blaylock as his board chair whose leadership while we were in law 

school together at the William S. Boyd School of Law at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas bodes very well for 

his leadership of this board. I know several other members of the Futuro Academy proposed Governing Board 

and they represent the exact type of broad community support necessary to execute Futuro’s vision of 

educating all students to and through the college of their choice. 

It is with great excitement that I submit this letter of support for Futuro Academy’s application, and I look 

forward to working with their leadership as part of our growing charter school community. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Colin E. Seale 

To Whom It May Concern: 



 

 

 

  
To whom it may concern: 

 

My name is Victor Wakefield and I represent District 1 on Nevada’s State Board of Education. Today 

the educational outcomes in East Las Vegas do not meet our aspiration. There is nothing more 

important than ensuring we have great schools, quality educators, and strong leaders for all of 

Nevada’s children and I believe that we should put a premium on developing great schools in areas of 

our community most in need. 

 

I have spoken with the proposed Director and Lead Founder of Futuro Academy, Ignacio Prado and I 

support the authorization and establishment of Futuro Academy in East Las Vegas. I’ve known Ignacio 

for five years – starting in my previous capacity as the Executive Director of Teach For America, Las 

Vegas Valley. I’ve observed Ignacio consistently combine an ability to set vision and direction with a 

relentless work ethic and strong personal integrity. In addition, the fellowship opportunity he has 

pursued through Building Excellent Schools has a strong track record, selects carefully, and from what 

I understand builds a strong business and academic acumen within their fellows. 

 

Futuro Academy’s mission of educating all scholars in grades K-8 through rigorous academics and 

personal excellence to prepare for the university of their choice as well as the proposed school model 

will provide a much needed educational option to the students in East Las Vegas.   
  

I share my endorsement for Ignacio Prado and optimism for the future of our students and families in 

East Las Vegas. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Victor Wakefield 

District 1, Nevada State Board of Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
May 10, 2016 
 
 
Futuro Academy Charter School 
 
 
RE:  Letter of Support 
 
  
To whom it may concern: 
 
As Director of the Nevada Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation (DETR), I 
am in full support of the proposed charter school to be built in East Las Vegas.  We are always 
excited to further our state’s educated workforce efforts.  Preparing and training our youth for 
employment today creates a sustainable economy for Nevada’s future. 
 
I have spoken with the proposed Director and Lead Founder of Futuro Academy, Ignacio Prado 
and I support the establishment of Futuro Academy in East Las Vegas.  Futuro Academy’s 
mission of educating all scholars in grades K-8 through rigorous academics and personal 
excellence to prepare for the university of their choice and proposed model will provide a much 
needed educational option to the students in East Las Vegas.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Don Soderberg 
Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

DON SODERBERG 
DIRECTOR 

 

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  D I R E C T O R  

BRIAN SANDOVAL  
GOVERNOR  

 
500 East Third Street, Room 200  Carson City, NV 89713     (775) 684-3911  Fax (775) 684-3908 

2800 E. St. Louis Avenue  Las Vegas, Nevada 89104    (702) 486-7923  Fax (702) 486-6426 
 

 





  
 
 
 
 

May 10, 2016 
 
Re: Letter of Support 
  
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
As Interim President and founder  of NAAAP@ Las Vegas, I fully support the proposed Futuro 
Academy Charter School.  National Association of Asian American Professionals is a non-profit 
organization that cultivates and empowers Asian & Pacific Islander leaders through professional 
development, community service, and networking.  We actively support and promote children, youth 
and families and the endeavors to promote education.  
 
I have spoken with Jorna E. Clark, Board Member and I support the establishment of Futuro Academy 
in East Las Vegas.  Futuro Academy’s mission of educating all scholars in grades K-8 through 
rigorous academics and personal excellence to prepare for the university of their choice and proposed 
model will provide a much needed educational option to the students in East Las Vegas.   
  
 
 
 Respectfully , 
 

 
 
 
Elizabeth Nguyen 
Interim President & Founder 
NAAAP @ Las Vegas 
National Association of Asian American Professionals 
www.naaap.org  
 
Phone: 817-714-9073 | E-mail: elizabeth.nguyen@naaap.org 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
 
 
 



 

 

www.newgenesis.org 
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May 13, 2016 

 
Futuro Academy Charter School  

 

RE: Letter of Support  

 
To Whom It May Concern: 

I am reminded of a quote that I most recently read.  “Our highest endeavor must be to develop free human beings, 

who are able of themselves to impart purpose and direction to their lives.” As the Executive Director of New Genesis 

you have my full support of the proposed charter school to be built in East Las Vegas.  Here at New Genesis our 

program is designed out of a need to more successfully improve the lives of the homeless, our organization provides a 

stable environment, helping people get off the streets and back into society.  New Genesis works to provide more than 

just emergency services to the homeless; each year, we assist over 600 people off the streets and back into a fully 

productive lifestyle.   

Families with children are by most accounts among the fastest growing segments of the homeless population. In the 

United States today, an estimated 1.35 million children are likely to experience homelessness over the course of a 

year (The Institute for Children and Poverty, 2004). This number represents two percent of all children in the United 

States, and ten percent of all poor children in the United States. 

Every time a child has to change schools, his or her education is disrupted.  Without an opportunity to receive an 

education, homeless children are much less likely to acquire the skills they need to escape poverty as adults. School is 

one of the few stable, secure places in the lives of homeless children and youth.  It is a place where they can acquire 

the skills needed to help them escape poverty  

I have spoken with Jorna E. Clark, Board Member and I support the establishment of Futuro Academy in East Las 

Vegas.  Futuro Academy’s mission of educating all scholars in grades K-8 through rigorous academics and personal 

excellence to prepare for his or her university of choice and proposed model will provide a much needed educational 

option to the students in East Las Vegas.   
  
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Maurice Page  

 

Maurice Page  

Executive Director  

New Genesis Las Vegas  

702-836-3272 Office 

mpagenglv@aol.com 

 

 
 

file:///H:/New%20Genesis/Business%20Docs/www.newgenesis.org
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March 24, 2016 

Re:  Letter of Support 
Futuro Academy

To whom it may Concern,

As a practicing architect in this valley for over 25 years, I have had the privilege of not only 
growing two prominent and successful architectural practices, but to have served this 
community as means of giving back. I have held an array of AIA leadership positions, from 
president of local and state components to serving as an AIA national board member for the 
Western Mountain Region. As a past adjunct professor at UNLV’s College of Architecture, I 
continue to guest lecture in professional practice classes and juries 5th and 6th year design 
studios. I served on the board of trustees as vice president for the Lied Discovery Children’s 
Museum for 15 years, served on the executive board of the Boy Scouts of America, the TPC 
Board of Governors, and am a former Nevada State coordinator for NCARB’s Intern 
Development Program. 

Our philosophy has always been to “do well and then to do good”. Educational and children’s 
development programs have always been at the forefront of our giving and support for the 
future of any community is its youth. 

I have recently spoken with the proposed Director and Lead Founder of Futuro Academy, 
Ignacio Prado and I very much support the authorization and establishment of Futuro 
Academy in East Las Vegas.  Futuro Academy’s mission of educating all scholars in grades K-8 
through rigorous academics and personal excellence to prepare for the university of their 
choice and proposed model will provide a much needed educational option to the students 
in East Las Vegas.   

Should you have any questions or wish to discuss this matter further, please call me directly at 
702-946-8195.  I look forward to speaking with you. 

Sincerely, 

Edward A. Vance, FAIA, NCARB 
Founder & CEO 
Richard Upjohn Fellow 
Secretary – AIA College of Fellows
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